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Master thesis "The First and Second Referendum on the Treaty of Lisbon in Ireland" is a comparative
case study, which - using the concept of europeanization - analyses causes, which led to the opinion shift
of Irish citizens on the Treaty of Lisbon between years 2008 and 2009. Whereas during the first poll in
June 2008 Irish rejected the Treaty, 16 months later it was accepted by an expressive majority, when
almost half a million people more voted for it.
The thesis clarifies, which elements caused a totally different course and result, explores opinions of
individual players such as political parties, government, trade unions, associations of interest or
significant companies, observes course of the campaign before the referendum, summarizes and analyses
outcomes and subsequent reactions both on national and Union level.
From the discovered facts the thesis concludes, that behind the change of attitude of the Irish stood
especially external effects. On one side pressure of the other member states of the Union and even the
EU as a whole to finalize the process of institutional reform and also explicit refusal of repeating the
scenario from 2005, when ratification of the Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe was
terminated after disagreement of France and the Netherlands. On the other side acceptance of so called
Irish guarantees, which the Council of Europe used to react to the most frequent reservations and
concerns of the Irish, and also the beginning of global financial crisis, which struck Ireland hardly
between 2008 and 2009.
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